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LEARNING HOW TO HEAR GOD 

I. WAYS GOD COMMUNICATES TO US. (THIS IS BY NO MEANS A COMPLETE LIST, BUT IT IS A 

GOOD PLACE TO BEGIN). 

a. Listening begins in the secret place. We become what we behold (I Cor. 3:18).  

i. Prophecy is not a gift to be conquered. It is the release of God’s heart to His 

Body.  

ii. This process begins when we learn to hear and respond to His voice in the 

secret place.  

b. Bible Verses – The Lord may impress you with a scripture to give to someone. 

Sometimes, it may come clarification or exhortation about their life or situation. 

i. If we do not get the word in us, then we cannot give it out.  

ii. Meditation is the seedbed for prophetic revelation.  

iii. In your personal Bible time ask the Holy Spirit to give you a bible verse to 

encourage you with the situation you are in.  

c. Pictures – You may receive a picture for the person you are prophesying to. It may 

be literal or symbolic. Two questions to ask God are: 

i. Is this picture for them? Are we supposed to tell them the picture without any 

additional information?  If you have some insight into what it means then 

share it. If you don’t, then simply give the picture without trying to interpret 

it. It may seem simple or weird to you but may make perfect sense to them. 

ii. Note – If the feedback you get when you give people pictures is negative or 

neutral then step back from giving pictures for a while and seek to prophesy 

through a different means. 

iii. Is this picture for us? If God often speaks to you through the language of 

pictures then the picture you receive may be a communicative device by 

which He is speaking to you a message for them. In this case, if the picture is 

for you, you may or may not need to share it with the individual. Again, the 

answer to this question is, “What will bring maximum clarity and edification. 

If it is for them, simply share it with them 

d. Impressions – This is like a ‘knowing’ in your inner man. You simply feel like you 

‘know’ something about the person you are ministering to. Ask the Lord what He is 

saying and for language to express it. 
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i. Learning to listen and obey over time helps draw out with more clarity the 

impressions you receive.  

ii. Sometimes an impression is accompanied by a picture that confirms or 

explains the impression. 

e. A word or phrase – You may receive a single word such as: ‘transition’. Or you may 

receive a phrase such as ‘faithful man’. We are to step out in faith, believing God to 

give words to fill in the gaps. If we don’t receive anything else, we give what we 

receive, e.g. “I feel like Jesus says you are a faithful man, and He loves that about 

you” 

f. Emotions- This often comes as a release of the compassion of God so that you are 

feeling what He feels about a person; e.g.  the release of His affections, godly 

jealousy, or mercy toward the person. 

g. Questions- A few questions we can ask Jesus for ourselves as well as others.  

i. How do you feel about me? 

ii. Why did you create me? 

iii. What makes you happy when you think of me? 

iv. Why do you love me? 

v. What do you see in me? 

vi. Right now how do I make you feel? 

h. External circumstances – God may speak through external circumstances such as 

things that are happening around you or a person’s name or clothing. Be careful not to 

overuse this method as 

i. It can lead to passivity in that we do not reach for more. 

ii. It can lead to trying to read people based on their appearance. We do not read 

people. 

i. Movie / Song 

j. Numbers – time on clock, license plate, etc.  

k. Dreams, Visions, Trances  

l. Audibly – God still speaks today by His voice. The Bible gives examples of God 

speaking to His people, such as Moses and Israel when God allowed them to hear 

Him at the mountain (Dt 4:33). 
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i. Internal – When people speak of hearing the voice of God, they mostly mean 

they discerned/heard something internally. This is the most common way we 

hear His audible voice. The Bible calls it the ‘still small voice.” This may also 

come in a sleeping state where it is not quite a dream, but a definite voice 

speaking. " 11 Then He said, “Go out, and stand on the mountain before the 

LORD.” And behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind tore 

into the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the 

LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD 

was not in the earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD 

was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice. 13 So it was, when 

Elijah heard it, … Suddenly a voice came to him…"(1 Ki 19:11-13) 

ii. External – although this is a rare experience, there are however contemporary 

testimonies of God speaking externally like when you would hear the voice of 

someone speaking to you. The point is not that He can, but that He actually 

does on occasion. Biblical examples – Moses, Israel, and Samuel. (Ex. 3:4, 

Deut. 4:33, I Sam 3:8). 

II. EXERCISES IN LEARNING TO LISTEN. THE FOLLOWING ARE SOME HELPFUL QUESTIONS TO 

ASSIST US IN HEARING THE LORD FOR OTHER PEOPLE.  

a. Category One – Spiritual gifts. What gifts has God desired to give them? 

i. Revelation gifts – Words of wisdom, knowledge, prophesy, discernment 
of spirits. 

ii. Power gifts – Miracles, gifts of healings. 

iii. Edification gifts – faith, tongues. 

iv. We aren’t just asking so we know their gift, but also so there is a context 
in which gifts fit into their overall calling and the expression of Christ 
through them. 

b. Category Two – What motivational/service gifts do they have? (Note: some gifts 
overlap in multiple categories.) 

i. Prophesy and or exhortation and or cheerfulness. 

ii. Ministry, (helps). 

iii. Teaching 

iv. Generosity. 

v. Leadership. 
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vi. Compassion. 

vii. Again, we are considering gifts as part of the scheme of their entire destiny. 

c. Category Three – Five Fold Callings. Not everyone will to fit in here but there are a 

couple of applications. In order to avoid any confusion or un-necessary warfare for 

individuals, we would like to emphasize the characteristics over the offices. 

WARNING - I have heard people prophesy the entire five- fold category over people. 

It is highly unlikely that any individual will fully function in all five areas. Part of the 

reason they are five-fold in their expression is because God designs them with variety 

to be carried out by a variety of people. Otherwise there would be no need for any 

others in the body to carry out these functions. 

i. Apostolic. 

ii. Prophetic. 

iii. Pastoral. 

iv. Teacher. 

v. Evangelistic. 

1. People may have these gifts in some measure without actually 

fulfilling the offices. 

d. Category Four – Biblical Characters. 

i. Ask the Lord which biblical character the person shares similar 
characteristics or circumstances with. 

e. Category Five – Past prophetic words, promises, visitations. 

i. What has the Lord spoken to them about previously? 

ii. What might He be adding to, or expanding on, in relation to those 
promises. 

f. Category Six – What about their inheritance? 

i. What is in their family line that God is blessing 

g. Category Seven – Life experience. 

i. Past, present, and future. 

ii. We are asking these questions from the perspective of blessing, not to 
uncover darkness or sin 
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h. Category Eight – past prayers/ life scriptures. 

i. Category Nine – Seasons. 

i. In the desert. 

ii. Coming out of the desert. 

iii. Season of blessings 

iv. New season beginning. 

1. These could relate to healing and restoration as well as 
encouragement or refreshing. 

j. Other miscellaneous questions – 

i. If Jesus was standing in front of them right now what would He say to 
them? 

ii. What is whispered about them before the throne of the Lord? 

iii. What is their reputation before heaven and men? 

iv. How do they affect the different rooms they enter? 

v. What does the Lord say about how they bless Him? 

vi. What does God want to say about their families, (present or not)? 

vii. What does Jesus have for them in the future? 

viii. If they were a car what kind of car would they be? And why? 

ix. If they were a house what kind of house would they be and why? 

x. If they were an animal what kind of animal would they be and why? 

k. These are all ways to connect our hearts to God for an individual we are 
ministering to. God usually answers the question or questions that are on His 
heart at the moment. 

i. It is helpful to keep a pad nearby to write down the answers you hear, so 
you don’t forget them. 

ii. Don’t linger too long over any question. We want to learn to focus on 
what the Holy Spirit is emphasizing.   



Metro Christian Fellowship 
David Gunsolley     1-24-16 

 

 6 

III. FUNCTIONING IN HEARING GODS VOICE 

a. There are three components in administrating prophecy – revelation, interpretation, 

and application.  As you grow in your gifting, these three will merge into a natural 

process.  

i. Revelation: God speaks accurately--Revelation from Jesus will always be 

true. However, revelation must pass through the grid of human beings that are 

not by nature true, but by transformation are becoming true. Therefore, 

prophecy from God can end up being communicated inaccurately. Our goal is 

to mature in hearing and communicating God’s heart rightly to His Body the 

Church and unbelievers.  

ii. Interpretation: Man hears inaccurately – Because the way we perceive 

revelation is usually with mixture, the word may reflect either a ‘mature’ word 

that hits the mark, or a ‘weak’ word that may encourage, but is not as 

effective. We need to encourage ourselves, that as we grow, both in intimacy 

with Christ, and in our prophetic gifting that we will see an increase of mature 

words. 

iii. Application: Man prophesies in part – In the growth 
process  we  learn  to discern how to give the portion of the 
revelation  God is making clear. Thus we avoid unhealthy ‘bunny trails’ 
and speculative thoughts. 

b. Scriptural example of this. Jeremiah 18:1-11 The word which came to Jeremiah 

from the Lord, saying:  "Arise and go down to the potter's house, and there I will 

cause you to hear My words." Then I went down to the potter's house, and there he 

was, making something at the wheel. And the vessel that he made of clay was 

marred in the hand of the potter; so he made it again into another vessel, as it 

seemed good to the potter to make. Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying: 

"O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter?" says the Lord. "Look, as 

the clay is in the potter's hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel! The 

instant I speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, to pull 

down, and to destroy it, if that nation against whom I have spoken turns from its 

evil, I will relent of the disaster that I thought to bring upon it.  And the instant I 

speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it,  if it 

does evil in My sight so that it does not obey My voice, then I will relent concerning 

the good with which I said I would benefit it. "Now therefore, speak to the men of 

Judah and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, 'Thus says the Lord: "Behold, I 

am fashioning a disaster and devising a plan against you. Return now everyone 

from his evil way, and make your ways and your doings good."'" Jer. 18:1-11 

i. Let’s break the process down in this word to Jeremiah. First he receives a 

revelatory word from God. The word which came to Jeremiah from the 

Lord, saying:  "Arise and go down to the potter's house, and there I will 
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cause you to hear My words." Then I went down to the potter's house, and 

there he was, making something at the wheel. And the vessel that he made 

of clay was marred in the hand of the potter; so he made it again into 

another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to make. 

ii. Next, Jeremiah obeys God, goes to the potter’s house, and there receives the 

interpretation of the revelation. Then the word of the Lord came to me, 

saying: "O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter?" says the 

Lord. "Look, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are you in My hand, O 

house of Israel! The instant I speak concerning a nation and concerning a 

kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down, and to destroy it, if that nation against 

whom I have spoken turns from its evil, I will relent of the disaster that I 

thought to bring upon it.  And the instant I speak concerning a nation and 

concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it,  if it does evil in My sight so 

that it does not obey My voice, then I will relent concerning the good with 

which I said I would benefit it. 

iii. After receiving and interpreting the word, Jeremiah is ready to prophesy, or 

apply the prophetic word. "Now therefore, speak to the men of Judah and to 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, 'Thus says the Lord: "Behold, I am 

fashioning a disaster and devising a plan against you. Return now everyone 

from his evil way, and make your ways and your doings good."'" 

1. Jeremiah was an experienced prophet and the accuracy with which he 

received and interpreted words from God, was on a higher level than 

most who will operate in the simple gift of prophecy. But the two 

things Jeremiah had that we also get and can grow in, are the intimate 

fellowship with God through which he learned to recognize God’s 

voice, and the freedom to ask questions and grow in the process. 

c. Revelation Explained.  

i. Revelation is what God communicates (pictures, impressions, bible verses, 

etc.) 

d. Interpretation Explained. 

i. The best way to gain insight to interpreting revelation is to ask questions. 

ii. Ask God questions. For example, an impression of music around a person, 
may mean that, they are a musician, God is singing over them, or that God 
likes the music of their heart. So we must ask God what He is emphasizing 
and not jump to conclusions. 

iii. Ask the person questions. When we feel like we understand the impression, it 

still doesn’t hurt to ask questions of the person we are ministering to.  For 

example, you may ask, “Are you a singer?” This doesn’t lessen the impact of 
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the word and it may save you from going down a trail that turns out to be 

wrong.            

e. Application explained.  

i. The application refers to the wisdom of how we communicate what we have 

received. Consider the following points in the application process: 

1. How we communicate the prophetic word. 

2. The main question is, “What will bring about the maximum 
amount of edification?” It’s about strengthening the Body both 
corporately and individually. In this light, maximum edification is 
the goal. 

 

IV. WISDOM / PITFALLS IN HEARING GOD  

a. Pitfalls. 

i. Timing/Agendas. Encourage people not to force prophetic words into their 

agendas or to force the timing of a word. 

ii. Identity in gifting. The Lord loves for you to express His gifts through you 
but don’t confuse your identity with your gifting. At the end of the day 
you are His beloved, not because of a gift, but because of the cross. 

iii. Manipulation.  Beware of subtle temptations to use prophetic gifts in a 
manipulative way, (trying to impress people, gain favor, or influence 
decisions). 

iv. Don’t confuse gifting with character, anointing, or doctrinal correctness. 
An accurate prophetic word doesn’t mean the one prophesying possesses 
good character or right doctrine. 

1. Matthew 7:22-23 Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord did 
we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, 
and in Your name perform many miracles? And then I will declare 
to them I never knew You depart from Me you who practice 
lawlessness.  

b. Wisdom. 

i. Love, love, love, love, love. Love Jesus, love the church, love the lost. 
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ii. Remember that it is ok to ask questions for clarification. This isn’t fishing 
for information, it’s for clarification of what you already know. 

iii. Don’t try to explain your word or counsel people what to do with it or 
explain how it will come to pass. 

iv. Don’t prophesy by natural appearance. 

v. Read James a lot. It has great advice regarding the tongue and 
prophesying from a right heart. 

 

 


